12 April 2026 Service of the Word

Welcome and Introductions: 

Preparation: 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
He has given us new life and hope; He has raised Jesus from the dead
Alleluia, Christ is risen; He is risen indeed. Alleluia

Opening Prayer:
Let us pray:
Faithful one, whose word is life, Come with saving power
To free our praise, Inspire our prayer
And shape our lives For the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord Amen

Psalm:
We say verses from Psalm 118 together:
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
 Let Israel say:  “His love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say: “His love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the LORD say: His love endures forever.”

HYMN 1 – Crown him with many crowns (HON 125)

	1. Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own:
awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

2. Crown him the Virgin’s Son,
the God incarnate born,
whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn;
fruit of the mystic Rose,
as of that Rose the Stem;
the Root, whence mercy ever flows,
the Babe of Bethlehem.
	3. Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends each burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

4. Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,
and round his piercèd feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.







5. Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity. 

Collect (Second Sunday after Easter) 

Confession:
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

Absolution

HYMN 2 – And can it be (HON 31) 
	1. And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

2. ’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies
who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine!
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds inquire no more.

3. He left his Father’s throne above
so free, so infinite his grace
emptied himself of all but love
and bled for Adam’s helpless race.
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
for, O my God, it found out me.
	4. Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature’s night
thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light
my chains fell off, my heart was free
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

5. No condemnation now I dread,
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living head
and clothed in righteousness divine.
Bold I approach the eternal throne
and claim the crown, through Christ my own.



Readings:  (Acts 2:14a, 22-32 / John 20:19-End) 

Talk

Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith together;
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist? We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again? We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world? We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMN 3 – In Christ alone (HON 310)

	1. In Christ alone my hope is found,
he is my light, my strength, my song;
this cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone! who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save:
till on that cross as Jesus died,
the wrath of God was satisfied –
for every sin on him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.
	3. There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain:
then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
for I am his and he is mine –
bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I’ll stand!



Intercessions 

Ending with The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour has taught us so we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory HYMN 4 – To God be the glory (HON 683) 

	1. To God be the glory! 
great things he hath done;
so loved he the world
that he gave us his Son;
who yielded his life 
an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate
that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice:
O come to the Father, 
through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory; 
great things he hath done.
	2. O perfect redemption, 
the purchase of blood!
To every believer 
the promise of God;
the vilest offender 
who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus 
a pardon receives.

3. Great things he hath taught us, 
great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing 
through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher,
and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture,
when Jesus we see.



Offertory Prayer: 

Gracious God, accept these gifts, and with them our lives, 
to be used in your service;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Notices 

Closing prayer:

Final Blessing:
Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord Alleluia, alleluia
